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Unit

Red Letter Days
WARM-UP

Task 1

Teaching steps

* Focus students’ attention on the title of the unit and ask them to tell you what they think it
means. (The phrase red letter day means a special day. The phrase has its origins in the way
people used to mark special days in red on their calendar.)

* Focus students’ attention on the pictures. Ask them to describe what they see.

» Ask students to name the four seasons which are pictured.

Answers
A Spring B Summer C Autumn D Winter

Task 2

Teaching steps

* Read the sentences aloud to students or nominate confident students to read the sentences
aloud. Ask students to choose the sentence which best describes their feelings about winter.
Encourage them to write their own sentences if none match their feelings.

* Conduct class feedback. Generate as much discussion as possible about which seasons

students prefer. Ask students what they like doing in winter.

Possible answers
I like the slower pace of life during wintertime.
| hate winter. The cold in winter is annoying.

Winter makes me want to hibernate! It’s so dark and gloomy.
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READING FOR LEARNING

The Shetland Islands $£f5 2B,

The Shetland Islands lie about 80 km to the northeast of Orkney, 170 km from
mainland Scotland and 220 km west of Norway. They form part of the border between the
Atlantic Ocean to the west and the North Sea to the east. The famous fire festival, Up Helly
Aa is annually held from January to March in various communities in Shetland, Scotland,

to mark the end of the Yule season.
Busdjaras ( #)5FFIy ) JEK TS

The Buséjaras is an annual celebration of the Sokci living in the town of
Mohacs, Hungary, held at the end of the Carnival season, ending the day before Ash
Wednesday. The celebration features Busos (people wearing traditional masks) and
includes folk music, masquerading, parades, and dancing. Busdjaras lasts six days,

usually during February.

Task 1

Teaching steps
¢ Read the advice aloud in the skill box “Matching pictures to text” to students.

» Focus students’ attention on the title of the blog post and the photos.
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Read the question aloud to your class. Organise students into pairs and challenge them to see
who can be the first to find the items in the photos. Conduct class feedback.
Ask students to predict what they think the blog post will be about. Generate as much

discussion as possible and write students’ suggestions on the board.

Answers

A burning boat B coffin C fiery torch D mask

Don’t you just hate winter? I do—it’s freezing, dark, and far too long!
REERTREXRIB? HAIRITR—RAZXRNSNE, MARNEXKT!
freezing: adj. extremely cold; very low in temperature #3214 ; VKR ITY

e.g. It’s absolutely freezing outside, so make sure to wear a warm coat.

SRt T, —EEGFFRINE,

Towns and villages all over Europe celebrate the end of these sad, grey months with
“farewell-to-winter” festivals.
ERUHAYEESH RS BIE S “S3IZX7 9T B RKRUELE P S AMh RIS
HFER,
1) celebrate: v. do something enjoyable in order to show that an occasion or event is special
PRAL; LA
e.g. Tom celebrated his 24th birthday two days ago.
VR R HTERAL 1A 24 24 H .
He returned home each year to celebrate Christmas and New Year with his family.
P EEAFHR 0] G N RN — R SEHE T4
2) farewell:
(D n. an act of saying goodbye, especially when someone is leaving for a long time or
permanently 1551 ; HEAT
e.g. We organised a farewell party for her before she moved to another city.
TEMER ) 75— DIt Z 0, AT b2 I 7 —35 85 BIIRXS
@ v say goodbye, especially formally or when leaving for a long time or permanently 45
Al BT
e.g. He farewelled his colleagues before retiring from the company.

e AEIR R A i) [ A1 53
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3 say farewell to: say goodbye to someone or something [i] -+ =il
e.g. It seems everyone should make his own choice when he says farewell to college
life.
FARAEAETGNT, B AP IR B RIRE T,
3) festival: n. a day or period of celebration, often for cultural or religious reasons 17 ; 15 H

e.g. The city hosts an annual music festival that attracts thousands of visitors.

X PRI T EFAF AR A I — G AR, WS T BT

I’m always happy to say farewell to my least favourite season!
BB REXEIHEAENRRIZET!
least J2 little A F 9, Fm “/DH7, Hab T favourite, T 28 HITE LT at
least 1, Fon “FA7,
e.g. She is one of my least favourite actresses.
I BT L Z—
At least 200 people died in the air crash.
2/ 200 N RS HERHAE

With months of almest total darkness, strong winds, and heavy rain, everyone looks
forward to spring.
AT ESHBEXT/F2EE, BINLIENZERIIXS, MEAFRBEEXRMN
2k,
1) with /EXFIR “HT5 BT,
e.g. With the win, the US reclaimed the cup for the first time since 1985.
B EA S BN H 1985 4FJ5 55— I AR IR
He is in the hospital with fever.
MBI KB RE T
2) look forward to: expect or want something to happen [y ; i1

e.g. John was looking forward to working with the new manager.

2y AR R MU R P =R

Men grow long beards, dress up as Vikings, and carry fiery torches through the streets.
SMIEBERIIAF, R, FRIRRIIIESEEIE.
1) dress up: put on clothes that make you look like a particular character or type of person %&

E790"
e.g. The children dressed up as pirates for the costume party.
B e s s S e 2
2) fiery: adj. consisting of fire or burning strongly; showing strong emotion, especially anger

KABERT s Dy S
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e.g. The fiery sunset painted the sky in shades of red and orange.
BRBEIB Y &7 B R 25 G Jl 1 2L RIS () (]
He has a fiery temper and often gets angry over small things.
R AR B, 288 A/ N AR
3) torch: n. a stick with material that burns at one end, used as a light source; a portable
electric light ‘K385 KJH; FHLRE
e.g. The explorers carried torches to light their way through the dark cave.
RIS 1236 KAE IR ST 2 BRI Y
Don t forget to bring a torch when we go camping.

AT LFRE R T FHUAE

[@ The torches are thrown onto a beautiful wooden boat, and everyone stands around the
huge fire, singing, cheering, and saying farewell to winter.
i PEXIET E—REZRAIARGE, ARFIEAEEEAKIETR, WIF, EEXREH.
cheer: v. shout loudly to show support XYXIF; SAp-e--- DER

e.g. The crowd cheered as the team scored the winning goal.

ABRBAFT A BRI, WA e

This is only the beginning of the festival though—a night and a day of partying follows,

and the next day is a local holiday.
PR, XANXZE T BRI
SNV V=8
though 7EX HUM R, RO “SRili; ARL”, —BfiT Ak,
e.g. It’s hard work; I enjoy it though.

TARRY, Al RFRET .

Our team lost. It was a good game though.

FeATAG 1, (HIXR AR R LT

ERE—R—RIRSES, AEF_KIEIH

El Every year at this festival, the people of Mohacs dress up in scary masks and walk
through the town.
BEEXTMTHEEE, EREFELHANSSBLLITANER, BT —BEEN
HEF T,
scary: adj. causing fear or making someone feel frightened %% A ; LAY
e.g. The movie was so scary that I couldn t watch it alone.

IXER LSRR T, A AF.

El They entertain and sometimes try to frighten the visiting crowds.

SRR, BIFESINEIFRAE].
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entertain: v.

1) give a performance that people enjoy %4k ; fHiHRIR
e.g. 1o break the silence, he told a joke to entertain us.
FATWEDOER, Ak T — NSRRI
2) receive someone as a guest and give them food and drink or other forms of enjoyment 3
s A
e.g. [ don’t like to entertain guests anymore.

WA ENT

A coffin is pushed through the streets, and finally into the river.

MIBE—OEMIE LS, REEHTE,

push through: move through a crowd or a tight space by using force; make something pass or

be accepted Fr&E ZE ik ; fii--o SiBu)

e.g. He had to push through the crowd to reach the front of the stage.
MATSEA B A BASE 5 i .
They are trying to push through a new policy despite the criticism.
AT E I — T O, A I

Everyone cheers as it floats away.
SIEMRER, KRERIFERK .
float: v.
1) rest or move slowly on the surface of a liquid and not sink 2% ; 7%
e.g. A fresh egg will sink and an old one will float.
S E IR B MAH SR 237F [k
2) place something or make it move on the surface of a liquid (i) 7% ; ({fi) ¥#3h
e.g. They'll spend some time floating little paper boats on the lake.
AT I TS AL LEm TRl R E 0 N B

The party lasts for many days—there is music and dancing, and there are many street
stalls selling delicious and warming food.
RGeS FEZH—ASR, 858E, TAREBOMRETORFIIER.
stall: 7. a small shop or stand in a market, often outdoors, where goods are sold #fE{i/ ; TTHf

e.g. There’s a fruit stall at the market that sells the freshest oranges.

N EA— KR, SER R Rop i R
If so, let me know—I’d love to hear about them.
MRS, BERFE—HEEIRT,
if so Al if not il 5 P FNAR S 1 L -
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1) if so FRURATIH AT BEAERL, 200 AR IR 3L
e.g. I may be free this evening. If so, I'll come round and see you.
S ATREA S . BRAR, R ER.
If so, your points of view are bound to conflict with his.
IR AR, RIS —E AU A AR e
2) if not 455 T ER B WA S AT BN AR OO R, B0 IR AERYIR” .
e.g. [ might see you tomorrow. If not, then it’ll be Saturday.
FKATREHIR EBIR . WRAZIIR, IRHE RS .
A} not J7 ik A] BR—NAlTE
e.g. If not today, tomorrow I'm sure you’ll get an answer.
MRS RAGARIEIE, BIRMERER 2.
3) R ifso 5 if not EHINTEIE
e.g. He may be busy. If so, L'll call later. If not, can I see him now?

MBEIE RN, FALLUG PR . ZORABATT, FAT DIBAE DA 7

AR H : BRI

PRMETE AT IR RNG 7 FR ] R IR——R 4 RV SO i HLRRR A T %A1k
Fe— A K 288 RO IR S P 2l AR BR[04 H RO L8 &
DGR H L4500, E RS [, AR E RIS, R, o
BEIRO A FEIR. TR BIIR BRSO | T I L BT 28 i i O s R 1
P54 RATT H o

RAFZEL X KT

A A T TE T 2 AL MR A 2 B B AN IR, AR AR o T8 L Fems )L
Foe A, TN SRR, FrE AR BRI, 2t 4 0 A —— %
T 250 36 KTTTEREAR 19— F AT , TS TS 1O R BEAL A — A B[]y 2% K A
BB ERKHIT, B mdist A, FHREREM KIS it . AT Ay b — i
HIASS, SRI5 I NSRRI IETR, WV, [ATER. SRT, SXAOURT B BRAOFFA
B R KRR, RIS A H
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&) F APEAR

QSRR A A RS0 ap/ MEUIRIE, 10K BRI e & N#sh . R EZRITTH
Z——— A FIENRCT . BAETEIXANT HIPIE], S0 A dE B AR BCE TP AR, %
AT — /R e/ NE B T MU BIRAR, A it 2RI TR R AT A ATt R — AR S
e EAE, RIGHEIER . YR EERT, REERUITREER . WELERAS e ? R EL KR!
RN H—A %R, A8E, ARSI E ] DRFRRE,

WS E & R H s RSN, SRR ——FRARET T

Reading and Understanding

Task 2

Teaching steps

* Give students a few minutes to read the blog post. Ask them whether their predictions about
the blog post were correct.

* Focus students’ attention on the photos in Task 1 and the sentences in this task. Ask students to
read the sentences carefully and match them to the photos. Check the answers orally.

* Ask students to complete the sentences according to the blog post.

e Conduct class feedback.

Answers
1—C (fiery torches)
2—A (farewell)
3—0D (
4—B (pushed through)

scary)

Task 3

Teaching steps
* Read the questions aloud and ask students to find answers in the blog post.
» Allow students to check their answers with their partner before collecting answers around the

class.

Answers
1 Because winter is freezing, dark, and far too long.
2 They are dark, windy, and rainy.
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3 The Up Helly Aa starts at the end of every January.
4 They dress up in scary masks and walk through the town.
5 Itis winter.

Task 4

Teaching steps

» Give students a few minutes to read the questions and answers.

* Organise students into pairs. Allow them to discuss with each other and to choose the best
answer to each question.

* Conduct class feedback.

Answers
1A 2 C 3A

L \iocabulary Focus

Task 1

Teaching steps

* Focus students’ attention on the adjective in the centre of each spider diagram and nominate
students to read them aloud. Drill pronunciation, checking that students understand the
meanings of the words.

» Ask students to cross out the nouns which the adjectives do not normally describe. Do the first
one together as an example. Monitor as students complete the task.

* Conduct class feedback.

Answers

1 animal 2 bird 3 heat 4 hair 5 subject 6 garden

Task 2

Teaching steps
* Read the words in the boxes aloud to students, drilling pronunciation chorally and individually.
* Ask students to complete the sentences with the correct form of the words from the boxes.

e Check the answers around the class.

Answers

1 torch 2 stalls 3 farewell 4 celebration 5 entertains 6 float
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Task 3

Teaching steps

* Ask students what they know about Sweden. (It is a Scandinavian country in Northern Europe
which borders Norway and Finland.)

» Tell students that they are going to read about a Swedish festival. Focus students’ attention on
the words in the boxes and drill their pronunciation.

» Give students a few minutes to read the passage and fill in the gaps with the words from the boxes.

Allow them to check their answers with their partner before conducting class feedback.

Answers

1 entertain 2 northerly 3 celebrated 4 festival 5 freezing

e Play a quick vocabulary game with students on the subject of “Red Letter
Days”.

e QOrganise students into groups of four or five. Tell students that you are going to
give them a topic-related category.

|  Students should race with their team to think of five words or phrases which

fit this category and write them down.

e When everyone in the team has written their words or phrases down, they
should raise their hands.

e The first team to raise their hands (with all correct answers) wins a point.
Repeat this five or six times.

e Possible categories:
Birthday: candle, cake, party, balloon, etc.
Valentine’s Day: heart, flower, romance, candlelit meal, etc.
Spring Festival: lantern, red envelope, party, procession, etc.

Grammar Focus: Passive Voice (#&3h1E %)

Task 1

Teaching steps
e Ask students to read the three comments. Ask them what kind of festival each comment is

describing.

10
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» Ask students to work with their partner to underline the examples of the passive voice.

* Conduct class feedback. Elicit why the passive voice has been used in each case.

Answers
1 An enormous straw bear is made and worn by a person.

2 ... the last days of winter have been celebrated for 500 years!

... all the children are given sweets to eat.

3 ... abag full of words about winter being set alight and burned.

Lots of pancakes are eaten...

Task 2

Teaching steps

» Focus students’ attention on the sentences. Explain that they need to complete the sentences
with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. Do the first one as an example if necessary.

» Let students complete the task. Allow them to check their answers with their partner before

conducting class feedback.

Answers

1 woken 2 written 3 celebrated 4 eaten

Task 3

Teaching steps

» Ask students to think about again how the passive voice is formed.

» Fill in the first blank together with students as an example. Elicit that the sentence is about
past and about a singular subject, so they will need to use the auxiliary verb was.

» Students should complete the rest of the conversation alone. Allow them to check their

answers with their partner before conducting class feedback.

Answers
1 was born 2 is spoken 3 are filled 4 are dressed
5 is played 6 dances 7 be sold

11
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e Explain that the passive voice is often used in general knowledge quizzes.
Write the following quiz questions on the board and ask students if they know
the answers.

Who was Romeo and Juliet written by? (William Shakespeare)
N ¢ Organise students into pairs and ask them to write one quiz question using the
passive voice. Monitor as students do this, offering support where necessary.

« Divide the class into two teams. The two teams should take it in turns to ask
the other team questions.

e Award points for correct answers. The team with the most points at the end of
the quiz is the winner.

e Conduct class feedback at the end of the quiz and address any issues which
students are having with the passive voice.

Beyond the Text

Task 1

Teaching steps
» Ask students to read the description.
* Give them a few minutes to think about the answer and jot down some ideas.

» Circulate as students do this, offering support where necessary.

Answer
the Mid-Autumn Festival

s REMR S LY BERFRRAHRR G FAF X, B —
Il | T EHRRASEHT B A, BEART, TARREER
FANAMBERATBINTG, o “ZAZ" . “ZAZ" %,

Task 2 and Task 3

Teaching steps
e Ask students to think about their favourite festival and write some ideas down.

* Organise students to work in pairs.



Unit
Red Letter Days

Let students take in turns to read their notes aloud. Their partner should listen carefully and try
to guess which festival their partner is describing. Once they have guessed which festival their
partner is describing, they should suggest words and phrases to add to their partner’s list.
Conduct class feedback.

Possible answers

What to eat: dumplings, fish, pork, beef, chicken, etc.

What to wear: red clothes (to bring good luck)

Special traditions: visit family and friends to wish them a happy new year, set off fireworks, give children
lucky red packets full of money, stay up late, buy new clothes

When to celebrate: starting on the 30th day of the 12th lunar month of the Chinese calendar

Task 4

Teaching steps

Organise students into groups so that they are working with someone who has chosen the same
festival as they do. Ask them to describe their festival and share the words and phrases they
have collected.

Circulate as students complete this task, offering support and helping to generate topic-related
language where necessary.

Nominate a few students to report back on their festival to the rest of the class.

Possible answers

I've chosen the Spring Festival, because it's my favourite celebration. In my family, we usually spend time
cleaning the house. We put up red decorations all over the house because red brings good luck.

The most important food during this festival is the meal we have as a family. We usually cook it together. We
eat dumplings, beef and chicken dishes, etc.

A special tradition is giving and getting red envelopes filled with money. At the moment I'm still a student,
so my older relatives give me money. When | have a job | will give money to my younger relatives. At the
end of the New Year celebrations, there is the Lantern Festivals. Lantern are hung all over the streets—it's

really beautiful.

Useful Expressions

Describing food

We usually eat dumplings.

We have a big family meal together.

It’s a good opportunity to enjoy a family feast.

13
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Describing clothes

I like to look my best on this day—TI usually go to the hairdresser’s and buy a new outfit.

I don’t wear anything special—maybe warm clothes if I’'m going out to watch the procession.
Special traditions

We usually decorate the house.

We always clean the house from top to bottom before the festival.

In my family, we usually exchange gifts.

READING FOR DOING

Almost every day of the year now comes with its own special theme to celebrate
or commemorate. For people who don’t find traditional celebrations appealing, there
is a Make Your Own Holiday Day (26 March). On this day, you can choose to celebrate
Christmas again, or you can name your own festival.

Some special days are set up to help people who find everyday life challenging. So
there is International Left-Handers Day, where left-handed people gather together to
play left-handed games.

Other special days celebrate well-loved films or characters. People all over the
world celebrate “Star Wars” Day on 4 May by dressing up as their favourite characters

from the film.

Check out our bizarre awareness days—we humans like to celebrate the strangest things!
E—ERISMEET RN T BIE—RIIA M ERREL R ENEE!
1) bizarre: adj. strange and difficult to explain #2373 &3 57-A0
e.g. bizarre behaviour THEERITTN
a really bizarre character 153 i PERPERS
2) awareness day: a date usually set by a major organisation or government to commemorate

a public health or ethical cause of importance on a national or international level 2% H ;
.
T H
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e.g. Mental Health Awareness Day aims to reduce the stigma surrounding mental health issues.

OHMERESCTE H B 780 580 PR A RE (R R i DL o

It celebrates our beloved pets while promoting the pet fashion industry.
BEELIARRFAIOERIEY), BTz 7 YRS E AR R
1) beloved: adj. dearly loved or cherished /0> 1 ; #P2ZH]
e.g. She wrote a poem about her beloved pet.
IS 7 — BT W YT
2) promote: v. actively support or advance the development or success of something #£#));
fie it

e.g. Education plays a key role in promoting social equality.

HOA RS2 25 7 TR A SR

Random Acts of Kindness Day: 17 February
BEiTER: 2817 H
1) random: adj. chosen or happening without any particular method, pattern, or purpose i
(5 BEBLAY
e.g. The competitors will be subject to random drug testing.
SIRH THEZ BEPLZ KL
2) at random: without any specific plan, order, or purpose; by chance Bl ; 5K Hb
e.g. We received several answers, and we picked one at random.

Tz 7 —225452, IF N BENLEEIE T—4 .

He decided that ice cream was wholesome and delicious, and that it should have its own
special celebration day.
A RIKERE RN ERT O, NiZzBRETEB CRMSERKRH
wholesome: adj. good for your health or morally good and beneficial A #5 @AY ; A 5 1Y
e.g. She prepared a wholesome meal with fresh vegetables and whole grains.

IS T — T H T B SRR A IR BT 2 (R IR

The book promotes wholesome values for young readers.

XA AN AR L T A SRR U E

Well, you can’t have too much of a good thing, can you?

SR, FRALRELEXEZ, F=25?

too much of a good thing: used to describe a situation where something enjoyable or

beneficial becomes unpleasant or harmful because of excess 4f=F KL Wbk ; FLEFiETT

1 1k

e.g. Eating chocolate is delightful, but too much of a good thing can lead to health problems.
Wz 3 5 34 N bR, fELi 0 D) ml S S5 f e R A
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Have you ever wondered why some people press harder on the remote control when the
batteries are dying?
FEREREY, AMABNATERRRLBIIHESBESMIR?
die: v. stop working TRIEUHIE, B0 “(HLAFSRILE ) SERbFILETT .
e.g. The electric train stopped when the batteries died.
R — W, R4 T .
Suddenly, the engine coughed, spluttered, and died.
KENHLIEIRIRIR LIRS , 2t —FERA R, i IRIE K T .

Maybe they did it so that they could get all their students’ weird questions over with in
one day, instead of having to deal with them all year long.
XM BIFR A T EPE—ROERFEMERIT HIENER, MARTEE—
FRMTEATo
1) weird: adj. unusual or strange, often in a way that is difficult to understand or explain
PE; RIS
e.g. He heard a weird noise coming from the attic late at night.
DRCEL, AT 2 DA PRI RS Aok — il PR A P 3
She has a weird sense of humour that not everyone understands.
AT — A ) S BOMEERIER, AN i AR BE B
2) get sth over with: finish something unpleasant or difficult as quickly as possible /S HLZE R
(Aartag )
e.g. [ decided to get the dentist appointment over with before the weekend.

TP E A AL B2 5E iR F BRI

AR —K

SOR—A T A —7 G0 A R—— RO R R NIZOE R B — BTN Al

PEAGTY B IE——FRATA BRI L f iy P A S |

AEEMEHB: 1 A 148
F A AL VRIS L T B B AC R b VRGBSR A F 2 iy —

NEAYAT R RO . ERREIRATIOIRA T2/ Yy, RIntuitesh 1 eyt il ik g, an

RARBI DA AR A

R LA 22 LR A S AT !
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e TEH: 2 A 178
W E—RZ I AT 3 A E? BB A B D, HRARREHEMN, X

SEHRE /IS, (BEE R AT RIR L . BF 2 A 17 BX—XK, REEBMEEH, K
TR NI A7 SR T L I )R NE !

AEKHEMA . 7T AME=AEDE
A R E RS T, M kA 2 R R O, AR T E A

CHAFFRIRELH o fm, Muefs— KA, (R 7 HAR T RS L 4%, R

PIARBIZ R Z, 27

BB &EBE: 98 28 H
VRA A RGT , A2 1 AT 8 15 2 i v f P4 2 T (i 2 gge 769 H 28 Hix—

RAREAT LA A o () 8 28 Rl H iy —FEFE RSO AE 20 TH22 80 AFUISZ Y. ABATIX LM
VRN TP — R & SE 2 R A 2 i B AR, A P AE B — AR DA E AT

Task 1

Teaching steps

Focus students’ attention on the title of the text and the photos. Ask students if they can predict
what the special days are about without reading the text.

Give students a few minutes to read the text.

When students have read the text, direct their attention to the phrases and the meanings.
Explain that students need to match the phrases in italics to their meanings. Do the first one
together as an example. Encourage students to find the phrases in the text in order to help them
guess the meanings according to the context.

Allow students enough time to match the phrases with their meanings. Check the answers orally.

Answers

1e 2 d 3a 4 b 5c

Task 2

Teaching steps

Focus students’ attention on the conversation.
Ask students to complete the conversation with the words from the boxes. Monitor as students
do this, offering support where necessary.

Nominate two confident students to act out the conversation to the rest of the class.

17
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Ask students to tell you what Ella thinks of the National Dress Up Your Pet Day. (She thinks
it is unfair to animals.) Ask students whether they agree with Ella and encourage them to give

reasons for their answers.

Answers

(1) boots (2) weird (3) cute (4) ribbon (5) beloved

Task 3

Teaching steps

Read the questions aloud to students. Ask them to read the text again and answer the questions.

Conduct class feedback.

Answers

1 National Dress Up Your Pet Day.
2 Random Acts of Kindness Day.
3 National Ice Cream Day.

4 Ask a Stupid Question Day.

e Ask students to choose three of the words they have learned from the text and
write true sentences about themselves.
e.g., My mum cooked dumplings last night and had too much of a good thing.
My baby cousin is only three—she’s very cute!
e Collect the sentences and choose a few to read out to your class. Students
should listen and try to guess who wrote each sentence.

Task 4

Teaching steps

Ask students to tell you which day they prefer. Go around the class, asking students to
tell you their preferences and encouraging them to give reasons for their answers.

Tell students that they are going to make a poster for one of the days they have read about.
Work through the steps one by one. Organise students to work with their partner. They
should decide on their choices and list what people should know about their day.

Ask students to write sentences about the day they have chosen. Circulate as students do this,
offering support where necessary. Nominate a couple of students to read their sentences aloud
to the rest of the class.

Distribute paper and pens/coloured pencils to students. Tell them that they are now ready to

make their posters. Remind them to include the most important information on their posters.
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Ask a few students to share and talk about their posters. In larger classes, organise students into
groups of four or five. Ask them to take turns talking about their posters.
Choose the best posters to decorate your classroom.

Model answer

28 September is Ask a Stupid Question Day
the most curious day of the year

Unleash your curiosity and embrace the power of asking questions—no matter

how SILLY they might seem!

Here's how to celebrate:

e Get together with your friends and take turns asking funny or strange
questions.
Ask your teacher or classmates questions you've always wanted to know the
answers to.
Make a “Question Board” in your classroom where everyone can share their
silliest questions.

* Play a game where you answer the funniest questions you can think of.

Did you know? Asking questions helps you understand more and can make

learning exciting. So don't hold back—every question is important!

Let's make 28 September a day full of laughter, learning, and curiosity!

GUIDED WRITING

Task 1

C A Greetings Card for a Special Day (7 A 7 §) )

Teaching steps

Check that students understand what a greetings card is. Ask them when they would send a
greetings card. Elicit that we usually send cards to friends and relatives on special days, such
as birthdays, etc.

Ask students to read the messages on greetings cards and match them to the correct special days.
Conduct class feedback. Ask students what they know about the different celebrations which

are mentioned.
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Answers
1d 2cC 3b 4 e 5a

Task 2

Teaching steps

» Focus students’ attention on the words in the boxes.

» Direct students’ attention to the greetings cards. Ask them to complete the cards with the
words from the boxes.

e Check the answers around the class.

Answers
1 wishes 2 Congratulations 3 lovely
4 Merry 5 Thanks 6 All
Task 3

Teaching steps

* Focus students’ attention on the greetings cards from Task 2.
» Ask them to decide which special days they are written for.

» Allow students to check their answers with their partner.

e Conduct class feedback.

Answers
V4 |
f
V=
N\

To Jenny, .
Have a wonderful birthday! May all 4> Birthday

your (1) wishes come true—this year

and forever more.

With very best wishes, %@

Tanya i




To a really special couple,

(2) _Congratulations  on your golden @
wedding! Hope you have a(n) (3) _lovely

day and many more happy years ahead.

Lo

Lots of love,
Marta

% g
To Professor Brown,

(4) _Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year!

Hope you have a great festive season.

With best regards, S
Frederick

5. 0.0.0.0000.9.000000000

.
wll L)

Dear Mum,

(5) Thanks for putting up with me

and for all your love and support. It's

PTG

¢

your day—make the most of it! Hope

iﬁf‘”

you get to relax for once!
(6) _All__my love,

Anna

Task 4

Teaching steps

Unit
Red Letter Days

———> Wedding anniversary

——» Christmas and New

Year's Day

———> Mother's Day

* Focus students’ attention on the two halves of the sentences.

* Ask students to match the two halves to complete each sentence.

* Ask students to read their sentences to their partner and discuss who is writing to whom.

e Conduct class feedback.
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Possible answers
1—e (from a lover to his/her loved one)
2—c (from one friend to another)
3—d (between friends or from a child to his/her parent)
4—

(
a (to friends who are getting married)
5—b (

from a child to his/her parent)

Task 5

Teaching steps
* Ask students to choose a special day. They should write a greetings card to someone they
know using language from the previous tasks and the writing profile to help them.

» Ask students to decorate their cards. Display the best ones on your classroom wall.

Model answer
To the very special couple,
Wishing you every happiness on your wedding anniversary. Hope you have a wonderful day!
All my love,

Natalie

AUDIO/VIDEQ LAB

Audio

Task 1

Teaching steps

» Explain to students that they will listen to a radio show and answer questions based on the
information they hear. Emphasise the importance of identifying key details while listening.

* Read the three questions aloud to the class. Ensure students understand all the options by
briefly discussing unfamiliar terms, such as “singletons” or “interviewers”.

* Play the radio show. Ask students to listen carefully and choose the best answers.

» Ask students to compare their answers with their partner before conducting class feedback.

Answers
1A 2B 3A



Unit
Red Letter Days

Task 2

Teaching steps
* Focus students’ attention on the questions. Ask them to listen to the radio show again and fill
in the blanks.

* Allow students to check their answers with their partner before conducting class feedback.

Answers
(1) celebration (2) even if (3) in case (4) wonderful (5) attached

Task 3

Teaching steps

* Focus students’ attention on the table and the questions in it.

» Read the advice in the skill box “Taking notes while listening” together.
» Play the audio (twice if necessary) and allow them to complete the table.
* Organise students into groups and allow them to check their answers.

e Conduct class feedback.

Possible answers

Plans for Valentine’s Day

® going out and having an amazing time
Lisa  with a group of friends who are also single
* not sitting at home crying about not having a boyfriend

* watching one TV series and eating pizza, not answering the phone in case
Dan it's his mum
* his mum always asking why he doesn’t have a girlfriend

* going to the cinema
Jane  watching the new romantic comedy and having a nice and normal day
* with a group of friends

Task 4

Teaching steps
* Read the question aloud to students.
* Organise students into groups and ask them to discuss their ideas.

* Nominate a few students to report back on their groups’ ideas.
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Possible answers
| think that certain festivals and special days can be really tough for some people. For example, some people
live alone and have no family nearby. They have no one to celebrate with and enjoy a nice meal with. Other
people don't have enough money to spend on special food, clothes, and presents. Therefore, festivals and

celebrations can be quite difficult for them.

e Write the following quote from the audio on the board:
I don’t need greetings card companies to tell me when to celebrate. Life is
wonderful and every day should be a celebration!

e Organise students into pairs. Ask them to decide whether or not they agree
with this opinion, and give a reason for their answers.

e Bring the class together. Generate discussion by asking questions.
e.g., Are celebrations too commercial?
Should we concentrate on making every day special?
Do celebrations put pressure on people who do not have families?

Radio host: Hello and welcome to this morning’s programme. It is, as I’m sure
you know, a special day today. Valentine’s Day is the most romantic
celebration of the year for happy couples, but it is a lonely non-event for
singletons. So, we’ve asked all you single people to phone in and tell
us about your plans for the day. We have Lisa on the line now. Hi, Lisa!
What will you be doing this evening?

Lisa: Well, I’1l be going out with a group of friends who are also single and
we’ll be having an absolutely amazing time. Thank you very much! I’'m
certainly not going to sit at home crying about not having a boyfriend, even if
that’s what everyone else wants me to do!

Radio host: Sounds like a great plan, Lisa! Have fun. Now, next up we have Dan.
What are your plans, Dan?

Dan: I’ve got the box set of The Big Bang Theory and I’m planning on phoning
for my favourite kind of pizza to go with it! I will not be answering the
phone though just in case it’s my mum! She likes to use Valentine’s
Day as an excuse to ask me endless questions about why I don’t have a

girlfriend, when I’m thinking of getting married. .. Nightmare!

24



Unit
Red Letter Days

Radio host: [ know how you feel, Dan! Enjoy your night. And finally we have Jane on
the line. Jane, what will you be doing this Valentine’s Day?

Jane: Hi. I'm single, yes, but I’'m not going to let that ruin my day. I don’t need
greetings card companies to tell me when to celebrate. Life is wonderful
and every day should be a celebration! I'm planning a nice, normal day.
I’'m going to the cinema tonight with a group of friends to see the new
romantic comedy!

Radio host: Thank you to all those who phoned in. Now, whether you’re single or

happily attached, this song is for you.

Video

Task 5

Teaching steps

«  Write dragon boat race on the board.

* Organise students into-pairs and ask them to list what they already know about this festival.

* Conduct class feedback. Generate as much language and discussion as possible, focusing

students’ attention on the pictures.

Task 6

Teaching steps
* Give students a few minutes to read the questions and answers. Play the video, twice if
necessary.

e Check the answers around the class.

Answers
1C 2 C 3A 4 B 5C 6 C 7 A

Task 7

Teaching steps

» Explain to students that boat racing festivals are celebrated in many places around the world.
Their task is to work with a partner, search the Internet for information about such festivals
outside of China, and share their findings with the class.

» Emphasise the importance of finding specific details, such as the location, type of boats used,

traditions, and significance of the festival.
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*  Write guiding questions on the board to help students focus their research:

Where is the festival held?

What type of boats are used?

What is the history or cultural significance of the festival?

Are there any special traditions or activities during the festival?

» Discuss possible keywords for online searches, such as “dragon boat racing outside China” or
“international boat racing festivals.”

* Divide students into pairs and ask them to decide how they will divide the research tasks. For
example, one student could focus on the location and history, while the other looks for details
about the traditions and activities.

» Circulate around the classroom as students conduct their research, offering support where
necessary.

* Encourage students to summarise their findings in their own words rather than copying
directly from sources.

» Ask each pair to sharetheir findings with the class. Encourage them to describe the festival

they have researched and explain why they think it’s interesting.

Model answer
Festival name: Penang International Dragon Boat Festival
Location: Penang, Malaysia
Type of boats: traditional dragon boats, decorated with dragon motifs
History and significance: The festival has been held annually in Penang since the 1970s and attracts
international teams from countries such as Singapore, Thailand, and Australia. It is inspired by the Chinese
Dragon Boat Festival but has become a multicultural event celebrating teamwork and sportsmanship.
Special traditions: The main event is the dragon boat races, where teams compete in vibrant and
energetic races. The festival also features cultural performances, local food stalls, and exhibitions showcasing
Penang’s heritage.
Why it’s interesting: The Penang International Dragon Boat Festival combines the excitement of
competitive racing with the celebration of Penang’s diverse cultural heritage, making it a unique and

colourful event.
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Over 200 teams, with more than 4,000 paddlers took part in the annual dragon boat
races at Hong Kong’s Stanley Beach on June 19th.

Many dressed up in eye-catching costumes and hats, including some rather unusual
outfits.

Preparation for the races involved energetic warm-ups and chanting. And supporters
cheered, creating an exciting atmosphere along the beach.

The Dragon Boat Festival is a common name for the Tuen Ng Festival, which is
a traditional Chinese celebration held on the fifth day of the fifth month of the Chinese
calendar. It is a public holiday in Hong Kong and commemorates the death of a popular
Chinese national hero, Qu Yuan, who drowned himself over 2,000 years ago to protest
against a corrupt government.

Legend says that people attempted to rescue him by beating drums to scare fish away
and threw dumplings into the sea to keep the fish from eating his body.

During the festival period, people eat rice-and-meat dumplings wrapped in bamboo
leaves to symbolise trying to save him.

The highlight of the festival is the fierce dragon boat race. Wooden boats decorated
with banners and a dragon head at the front are rowed by dozens of paddlers. Sitting two
abreast, with a steersman at the back and a drummer at the front, the paddlers race to reach

the finishing line, urged on by the pounding drums and the roar of the crowds.

WRAP-UP

Task 1

Answers

1 is admired 2 was delivered 3 has been made 4 were built
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Task 2

Answers
1 tough 2 float 3 torch

4 wholesome 5 random 6 farewell

Task 3

Answers
Open-ended.

Task 4

Possible answers
1 PEHRAL T IR, X BIFRATRRHR AR A B
2 5 H AR S Y AR ISR AR o
3 B H T EARMERL, IRJ2 dnfar b B Rh R Y 7
4 WEERAERN, A7 i i kR B AR

Task 5

Possible answers
The Mid-Autumn Festival is celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth lunar month. Families enjoy spending

time together and appreciating the bright, full moon. During this festival, mooncakes are given as presents

to relatives and friends.





